
 
To All Members of the Parish Council 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Parish Council Meeting of Sacriston Parish Council at 
The Fulforth Centre on Wednesday, 3rd December 2025 at 6.30 pm for the purpose of 

transacting the following business: 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

2. Declarations of Interest -To receive and record any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in 
relation to items on the agenda. 

3. Public Participation -Questions and comments from members of the public (maximum 
5 minutes per item/per individual). 

4. Approval of Minutes - To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 
2025 (attached) 

5. Police Matters 

6. Planning Applications - to receive and consider any response to applications received 
between 6th November 2025 and 27th November 2025. 

7. Growing Sacriston Together in Bloom  

8. Parish Assets 
a. Bus Shelters 
b. Village Clock 
c. Parish Building 
d. War Memorial 
e. Pit Wheel 

9. County Councillors’ Reports – to receive the information.  

10. Reports from Group Representatives 

a. Fulforth Centre – To receive the verbal report provided.  

b. HR and Finance Panel - To receive the minutes from the meeting held on 6th 
October 2025.  

c. Sacriston Allotment Association – To receive the minutes from the meeting 
held on 6th October 2025.  

11. To declare a casual vacancy due to non attendance under s.85 of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 

12. CDALC Executive Committee nominations – To consider nominations for approval for 
President, Honorary Auditor and Small Councillors position (attached) 

13. Consultation – DCC Budget Proposals for 2026/2027 and Medium-Term Financial 
Plan 2026/2027 – 2029/30 (phase two) – To receive the information and discuss if the 
council would like to submit a response (attached). 

14. Civility and Respect Councillors Statement of Assurance – To consider for approval.  



15. Finance Report 
a.    To review and approve payment of invoices received (attached). 
b. To discuss the initial proposals for the 2026–2027 budget. 
c. Tax Base and Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme Grant allocation 2026/27 to 

Town and Parish Councils (attached). 
 

16. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday,7th January 2025 at 6:30 PM 

Signed: Mrs C Dixon (Clerk to the Council) 
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SACRISTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 12th November 2025 at 6.30 pm 
In The Fulforth Centre  

 
Present:      Cllr H. Dixon (Chair), Cllr D Robson, Cllr G Ludlow, Cllr D Cumiskey, Cllr R 

Mickle, Cllr M Morrell, Cllr E Hopkins, Cllr A Page, Cllr K Wilson, and Mrs C 
Dixon (Clerk)  

 
 Also, present was County Cllr J Pickard  
 
Apologies:   Cllr A Wray, Cllr E Waldock, Cllr A-M Johnson and Cllr R Sharp 
 
Item No: 
 

1. Introductions and Apologies for Absence 
The Chair opened the meeting at 6.30 pm and welcomed everyone. 
Apologies RECEIVED from Cllr A Wray, Cllr E Waldock, Cllr A-M Johnson and Cllr R 
Sharp. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED: No declarations were received. 
 

3. Public Participation - (Questions & Comments from the public in attendance – max 5 mins 
per item/individual) 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED: The minutes from the Meeting held on 1st October 2025 were accepted 
and signed as a true record.  

 
5. Police Matters 

RESOLVED: Nothing to report. 
 

6. Planning Applications  
DM/25/02104/FPA – 8 Springside, Sacriston, Durham, DH7 6QJ – First Floor 
bedroom and ensuite to the side of the house over the garage and kitchen. 
RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the planning application.  
 

7. Growing Sacriston Together in Bloom  
The chair gave a verbal update on purchasing the bulbs to go in the area around the 
pit tub at the Crossroads. A meeting had been held with DCC regarding next year’s 
planting, and they are to come back to us with costs. 
RESOLVED:  To RECEIVE the verbal report. 
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8. Parish Assets  
a. Bus Shelters   RESOLVED: Nothing to report. 
b. Village Clock   RESOLVED: Nothing to report. 
c. Parish Building  RESOLVED: Nothing to report. 
d. War Memorial   RESOLVED: Nothing to report. 
e. Pit Wheel     

There had been a complaint regarding the advertising banner that was placed 
on the pit wheel.  
RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the complaint and to look at the possibility of moving 
the banner next year. 

 
9. County Councillor Report 

Cllr J Pickard;  
• A meeting had taken place with Jim Murray regarding Fyndoune School, and 

Cllr Pickard advised the meeting of the updates. Questions were raised 
regarding the allotments at the school.  

RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the verbal report. Cllr Pickard is to investigate what is 
to happen with the allotments. 

 
Cllr Dixon asked Cllr Pickard if the two County Councillors would contribute 
some of their budget towards the selection boxes this year at the Christmas 
Extravaganza. It was expected that 300 selection boxes would be required at a 
cost of £1.79 each. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Pickard AGREED to this proposal but would need to know 
more information. 

 
10. Reports from Group Representatives  

a. Fulforth Centre – Verbal report given by Cllr Dixon. 
b. HR and Finance Panel – Verbal report given by Cllr Dixon. 
c. Parish Allotment Association – Verbal report given by Cllr Dixon. 

RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the reports. 
 

11. Wilkinsons Funfair  
RESOLVED: To NOTE the correspondence; however, as the council already 
provides the Party in the Park and the Christmas Extravaganza, there is no 
requirement for this at this time. 
 

12. Website 
Three quotes have been obtained; however, the clerk did not have time to look at 
the quotes in detail in readiness for the meeting. The clerk has made a payment to 
the current website host due to the timing of the invoice; however, the company 
explained that should we choose to go with a different supplier mid-contract, they 
will reimburse the support part of the invoice. 
RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the information. 
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13. Festive Lights  

RESOLVED: To APPROVE the quote and the installation of the lights at the 
Crossroads. 
 

14. It’s Your Neighbourhood Campaign 
RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the information. 
 

15. Finance Report 
a. Invoices to be paid  

RESOLVED: Invoices agreed to be paid and were signed by the Chair. 
b. Review Budget 2025-2026 

RESOLVED: to NOTE the up to date budget. To hold a budget workshop to 
discuss the budget proposals for 2026-2027. 

c. VAT Claim 
RESOLVED: To NOTE that the clerk is to submit a VAT claim. 

 
16. Grant Applications 

a. Salvation Army – Funding request for £500 towards the Christmas Toy Appeal. 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE the request of £500.  

b. Sacriston Colliery Cricket Club – Funding request of £200 towards the running 
costs and equipment. This will also supply the council with a sponsorship 
board. The cost would be £75 per annum thereafter. 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE the request of £200. The Cricket Club will need to 
contact the council every year for approval of £75.  

 
17. Grant Awarding Policy and Grant Application Form  

RESOLVED: To APPROVE the Grant Awarding Policy and Grant Application Form. 
 

18. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 3rd December 2025, at 6.30 pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 19.12 pm.  

 
 
Agreed and signed by Chair of Sacriston Parish Council .......................................  

 
 
Date …………………… 
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SACRISTON PARISH ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2025 at 6.30 pm 
 The Fulforth Centre  

 
Present:       Cllr H. Dixon (Chair), Cllr D Robson, Cllr E Waldock, Cllr B Mickle (Allotment 

Rep for Cross Lane), Cllr A Page, Cllr R Sharp (Allotment Rep for Daisy Hill), and 
Mrs C. Dixon (Clerk)   

  
Apologies:   Cllr G Ludlow (Vice Chair) 
 
Item No: 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence- The Chair opened the meeting at 6.30 pm 
and welcomed everyone. 
RESOLVED: To NOTE apologies received and accepted. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED: To NOTE there were no declarations of interest.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes 

RESOLVED: To APPROVE the minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2025 
as a true and accurate record, and for the Chair to sign them accordingly. 

 
4. Gates/Boundary Fencing -  

RESOLVED: to NOTE that work is to commence at Cross Lane next week on the 
boundary fence. Cllr Sharp has been APPROVED to purchase a combination lock 
so that fencing can be stored in one of the allotments and so the contractors are 
able to access this when carrying out the work at Daisy Hill. 
 

5. Treasurer's Report 
RESOLVED: Bank Account Balance: £2,419.90 
Cash in Hand: £30.00 
Gate Key Deposit Allocation: £600.00 – although £20 is to be reimbursed to D4 
once the key is handed back. 
Total Available Funds: £3,049.90 
(Note: Gate Key Deposit is allocated and not available for general use) 

 
6. Water Rates -  Daisy Hill Allotments: £70.04 

Cross Lane Allotments: £558.52 (In credit) 
RESOLVED: To NOTE the balance on the water rates accounts. Water is to be 
turned off at Daisy Hill and Cross Lane sites on 1st November 2025. 
 

7. Matters Arising 
RESOLVED: to NOTE that vegetables have been stolen from Cross Lane, plot P2. 
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8. Vacant Allotments 
Cross Lane: D4, P19 and P20 now have a dividing fence and gates; however, they 
do require some rubbish clearance. 
Works Currently Underway On: Plots P14, P16, P17  
Daisy Hill: 0 
RESOLVED: To NOTE Cllr Mickle is to clear the rubbish from plots P19 and P20. 
 

9. Waiting Lists  
RESOLVED: To NOTE the waiting list. 
 

10. Representative Reports  
Cross Lane – Nothing to report. 
Daisy Hill – Nothing to report. 
 

11. Application for Buildings 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE applications for P15, A1 and A6. 
 

12. Inspections 
RESOLVED: To RECEIVE the reports regarding the inspections and to provide 
notice of eviction to D7. 
 

13. Date and Time of Next Meeting - The Clerk informed members that the meeting 
originally scheduled for Monday, 3rd November 2025, would need to be moved due 
to the Clerk’s annual leave. 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE the meeting to be held on Monday, 10th November 2025 
at 6.30 pm 

 
 
Agreed and signed by Chair of Allotment Association.........................................    
 
 
Date …………………….. 
 
 
Meeting Closed at 18.52pm 
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SACRISTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HR and Finance Meeting 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2025 at 6.30 pm 
 The Fulforth Centre  

 
Present:       Cllr H. Dixon (Chair), Cllr D Robson, Cllr E Waldock, Cllr B Mickle, Cllr A Page, 

Cllr R Sharp and Mrs C. Dixon (Clerk)   
 
Apologies:   Cllr G Ludlow (Vice Chair) 
 
Item No: 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence - The Chair opened the meeting at 7 pm and 
welcomed everyone. 
RESOLVED: To NOTE apologies received and accepted. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
RESOLVED: To NOTE there were no declarations of interest.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes 

RESOLVED: To APPROVE the minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2025 
as a true and accurate record, and for the Chair to sign them accordingly. 

 
4. Finance Report 

RESOLVED: The clerk confirmed the current bank account balance is in the sum of 
£86,161.27. 
 

5. Invoices 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE the invoices and for the Chair to sign them accordingly. 

 
6. HR – The Clerk reported ongoing issues with the Council computer, noting that the 

battery life is very low and that the computer must remain plugged in at all times to 
operate. The Clerk advised that the computer is now four years old and may be 
approaching the end of its useful life. 
RESOLVED: It was APPROVED to look at the replacement of the laptop. 
 

7. Date and Time of Next Meeting - The Clerk informed members that the meeting 
originally scheduled for Monday, 3rd November 2025, would need to be moved due 
to the Clerk’s annual leave. 
RESOLVED: To APPROVE the meeting to be held on Monday, 10th November 2025 
at 6.30 pm 
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Meeting closed at 7.10pm. 
 
Agreed and signed by Chair of Allotment Association.........................................    
 
Date …………………….. 
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Councillor’s Statement of Assurance 

 
 
I confirm that I have read the council’s Code of Conduct, 
including the principles of public life, and understand my 
obligations and the behaviour expected of me whenever I 
am acting as a councillor. 

Understanding my duties as a councillor, I will adopt the 
principles of selflessness, integrity, objectivity, 
accountability, openness, honesty and leadership. I will also: 

• Behave respectfully towards others, including those I 
disagree with. 

• Uphold the values identified in my council’s Code of 
Conduct. 

• Attend training required by the council as part of my 
role as a councillor. 

 
 
Signed ________________________ 

 
Name _________________________ 

 
Date __________________________ 
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Description NET VAT TOTAL Paid
Fencing for Daisy Hill and Cross Lane Allotments £10,920.00 17/11/2025
Grass cutting at The Old Church £200.00
Donation £200.00 20/11/2025
Donation £500.00 20/11/2025
Lights at Crossroads £1,156.00 £231.20 £1,387.20
Salary £1,055.78 26/11/2025



Resources 
Durham County Council, County Hall, Durham  DH1 5UE 
 Main Telephone 03000 26 0000  
Text messaging service: 07786027280 – please start your message with the word INFO 

 

www.durham.gov.uk 
 

Contact: town and parish precepts 

Direct Tel:  
email: townandparishprecepts@durham.gov.uk 

Our ref: T&PC 26/27 
 
 
Ms C Dixon 
Sacriston Parish Council 
The Fulforth Centre 
Front Street  
Sacriston  
Durham 
DH7 6JT 
 
 
         10 November 2025 
 
Dear Parish / Town Clerk 
 

Tax Base and Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme Grant allocation 2026/27 to 
Town and Parish Councils 

On 19 November 2025, Cabinet will consider the tax base for 2026/27. This will be 
subject to confirmation once the County Council meets to consider the proposed 
changes to the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme (LCTRS) for working age 
claimants on 10 December 2025. 

Over the period 18 July and 26 September 2025, the council consulted on these 
proposals  and is now proposing that the LCTRS is moved to an Income Banded 
Scheme with a capped maximum contribution of 90%, that the second adult reduction 
is removed, that there is a fixed non-dependant deduction made where applicable and 
that the savings (capital) allowance is lowered in the means test calculation.  

These changes need to be agreed by Full Council but have a material impact on the 
tax base calculation. 

On 19 November 2025, the Cabinet will also consider the latest 2026/27 and Medium 
Term Financial Planning (16) financial forecasts for the County Council. These 
forecasts show that without any Council Tax increases being applied and before any 
new additional savings are factored in, the Council faces a budget shortfall of £27.567 
million in 2026/27 and £82.137 million across a four-year planning period. This is a 
worse position than what was set out in the previous report to Cabinet on 17 
September 2025, with the financial challenge increasing by £7.520 million in 2026/27 
and £11.118 million in total across the four-year planning period. 
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To assist with addressing the budget challenge the Council faces, £10.057 million of 
new savings proposals have been developed, which are profiled: £9.103 million (90%) 
in 2026/27; £0.586 million (6%) in 2027/28; and £0.368 million (4%) in 2028/29.  

 

Despite the development of £10.057 million of new savings proposals, and assuming 
all of these are ultimately agreed, a significant budget deficit remains. Cabinet will 
therefore need to carefully consider options to raise council tax, find further financial 
savings and/or consider the use of reserves as a temporary measure to help balance 
the budget next year. The outcomes of the local government finance settlement will 
be a material consideration in this regard. 

For 2026/27, Durham County Council has calculated an overall (indicative) council tax 
base of 151,633.6 Band D equivalent properties. This represents a 1.93% increase 
from the previous year and reflects prudent assumptions around property growth, 
exemptions, premiums and discounts and assumes the changes to the LCTRS for 
working age claimants is approved at County Council on 19 December 2025.  

You will recall, in 2024/25, following the budget and Medium Term Financial Plan 
(MTFP 14) consultation, the council approved the reduction to the grant payments to 
town and parish councils over a three year period (2024/25 – 2026/27). The reductions 
previously agreed were £250,000 per annum in each of the three financial years. 
Payments currently being made to town and parish councils totals circa £1 million in 
2025/26. 

As part of our Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP 16), the council proposes to cease 
the LCTRS grant payments to town and parish councils entirely in 2026/27, to assist 
the council in meeting its significant budget challenge next year. Public consultation 
on this and other Phase 2 budget proposals will run from 21 November 2025 to 4 
January 2026, though I would advise you to plan on this basis at this stage. 

The outcome of the Phase 2 consultation and savings proposals will be considered by 
Cabinet on 21 January 2026 and included in the council’s 2026/27 budget and MTFP 
16 report to County Council on 18 February 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Indicative Tax Base Position 2026/27 

Your (indicative) tax base (note that this is subject to the agreement of the changes to 
the LCTRS 2026/27 at County Council on 10 December 2025), and the impact of 
withdrawing the grant payments to town and parish councils is shown below for your 
council: 

 
 
 

Sacriston Parish Council 

Current Tax Base (2025/26) [A] 1,380.40 

Tax Base for 2026/27[B] 1,385.70 

Tax Base Increase/(Decrease) from 2025/26 [C] = [B] - [A]    5.30 

  

Current Band D Council Tax (2025/26) [D]   45.91 

Increase/(Decrease) in Council Tax Yield [E] ([C] x [D])  243.32 

  

Removal of 2025/26 LCTRS Grant [F] -2,278.00 

*Net Position [E] - [F]* -2,034.68 

*This is the amount you would have to increase or decrease your precept by to give you a 

standstill position in terms of resource availability (in cash terms). 

Town and parish councils are asked to plan on the basis that: 

• the LCTRS policy change considered within the tax base assumptions is 
approved at Council on 10 December 2025; and 

• the removal of the LCTRS grant payments to town and parish councils is 
ultimately approved following the Phase 2 budget savings proposal public and 
stakeholder consultation.  

I will write to you separately if the LCTRS changes are not agreed at the County 
Council meeting on 10 December 2025 to inform you of the revised position. 

Whilst I am sure that the proposal to cease the LCTRS grant payments to town and 
parish councils will be disappointing, I would be grateful if you could submit your 
precept requirement by 23 January 2026 to enable this to be incorporated into the 
2026/27 budget and council tax setting reports to Cabinet and Council in February 
2026. I have attached the relevant Official Precept Request forms within this letter. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Precept payments will be paid directly into your bank account in accordance with the 
instalment profiles that applied in 2025/26. Please ensure that all relevant bank 
account details are supplied on the attached form. Please also supply your 
current email address for remittance notification. 
 
If your precept is greater than £140,000 you must also comply with the 

requirements of the Council Tax Regulations 2003, which require additional 

information to be published as follows: 

 

• Gross expenditure breakdown by class of service provided; 

• Income broken down by class of service provided; 

• Net expenditure broken down by class of service provided; 

• A statement of the effect of the aggregate gross expenditure and net 
budget requirement upon the level of precept issued. 

 

Should you require any further information with regards to this letter, please do not 
hesitate to contact my Technical Accountancy Team via email @ 
townandparishprecepts@durham.gov.uk. Further information is provided in the 
November 2025 Cabinet report, which is available on the Durham County Council 
website. 

Yours sincerely  

 
 
 
Paul Darby 
Corporate Director of Resources  
 

 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL PRECEPT REQUEST 2026/27 –Sacriston Parish Council 

Please return a completed, signed electronic request via email to 
townandparishprecepts@durham.gov.uk. 

 

Print Name 
(Chairman) 

 Signature  Date   

Print Name 
(Clerk) 

 Signature  Date   

 
Bank details for payment: 
 

Name of bank  

Bank address   

Sort code   Account number  

 

Email for remittance advice   

It is essential that all of the above information is provided. Failure to do so 
may result in a delay in your precept/grant being paid.

1. Precept Requirement for 2026/27 £ 

2. Tax Base 2026/27 1,385.70 

3. Band D Charge  £ 

Divide the precept figure in Box 1 by the tax base figure in box 2 to calculate the 
Band D charge for the year commencing 1st April 2026 

4. Date of Meeting
  

 

This is the date of the parish/town council meeting where the precept in box 1 
above was agreed 

mailto:townandparishprecepts@durham.gov.uk
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